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that, if I could reconvert my colleagues, I would certainly ask the
Congress to renew the battle*

Personally, I have no desire to co-operate voluntarily with the
Government in my weakness; that would be the co-operation of
a slave* I admit my weakness, and, therefore, I remain satisfied
with the mere desire for co-operation and I seek to fulfil that
desire by developing strength. If I believed in violence, I would
make no secret of it and would take the consequences. But I
would let the country know publicly, and know in unequivocal
terms, that there is no freedom for her and no room for honour-
able co-operation with the Government, unless she is prepared
to match the British bayonet with the Indian. As it is, I do
not believe in the creed of the bayonet. I further believe that,
fortunately or unfortunately, it will never succeed in India.
A substitute for it is, however, necessary -and that is civil
resistance.

In your opinion it is as dangerous as violence, and if such is
also the opinion of the Government, it has to suppress me, for after
my discharge from prison, I have not allowed a moment to pass
when I have not endeavoured to fit myself or the country for civil
resistance. Let me inform you in all humility that, if I could
but secure the absolute co-operation ^of my revolutionary friends
by the entire cessation of their activity, and if I could "produce
an atmosphere of general non-violence, I would declare mass civil
resistance today and thus prepare the ground for honourable co-
operation. I admit that I failed to do so in 1921, and* when I
found that Ghauri Ghaura betrayed *me, I had no hesitation
within twenty-four hours of the declaration of civil resistance to
suspend it, and to take the consequesices of a general depression in
the country that followed.

And if I insist ad nauseam on Hindu-Muslim unity, and the
spinning-wheel and khaddar, it is in order to Censure a state of
non-violence necessary for civil resistance. I Thave, I confess,
despaired of achieving Hindu-Muslim unity in the very near
future. Untouchability is surely but slowly going, the spinning-
wheel is surely but slowly making its way. Meanwhile, the ruth-
less exploitation of the country is proceeding apace. I am, there-
fore, thinking out plans of some form of effective individual civil
resistance which, if it brings no relief to this poor country, will at
least bring some solace to those whose creed is non-violence, to
know that they have left no stone unturned to help the deliverance
of the country from a bondage which is enervating a whole
nation.